MARYLAND GEOLOGICAL SURVEY COUNTIES (MD/PA) Baltimore / York

Merryman Hall |
The Johns Hopkins University M&D milestone no. SO(SB)A.
Baltimore, Maryland 21218 MHT-HSI no., with  BA-1569

(301) 338--7156

PROTECTED/EXNDANGEREN/AKTOSTIX

FIELD SHEET: MASON & DIXON LINE, MARYLAND-PENNSYLVANIA BOUNDARY MARKER SURVEY

LOCATION: USGS 7.5'quadrangle/date UTM .

WAL site/moved/date before 1902 bench mark/date none
Maryland Historical Society, 201 West Monument Street, Baltimore, Maryland
(presently on exhibit in the Darnall colonial display, 3rd floor)

DIRECTIONS TO SITE: N/A

a crownstone
DESCRIPTION/MEASUREMENTS: original Atlixeioelametant/date 1766; squared oolitic
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luting margins remain; Several large ¢hips NW edge

fluting &

E face: about 11" wide x about 4'%" high above floor including. base
margins remain; brass Plate affixed near top for Identification
S face (MD): about 12" wide x about 4'X" high above floor including base; Calvert

shield intact; most fluting & margins remain
W face: about 11" wide x_about 4'¥" high above floor including base; fluting &
margins remain

top: L4 pli

n of _lo ramidal t rise about "to centered apex; capital
ﬁiierdF cgtpznto northoglane? he gntouﬁas pigng;eallpgofnerg i
bench mark: none®?1PP€

base: rough-cut about 14" wide by about 11" hjigh

CONDITION OF MARKER/FOUNDATION: excellentA@66ﬂékxmxxiﬁmxmxmxmx««a&xmxnqunuxnmxnﬂ
1900-03 Resurvey notes (order no. 53), as in MGS Vol. 7, 1908, p. 86

53, (included with replacement replica entry)

1950 Inspection notes (present order no. - , photo no. ) as in Bayliff, 1959,
Appendix C, ps. -
(not recorded)

1979-81 Inspection notes: order no. 50(53)A ; photos/negatives/slides no. 50(53)A
50(53)A. Original M&D crownstone of 1766, marking 50th mile from NE corner of MD
until sometime before 1900, now in Eermanent collection of Maryland Historical
Society, whlch'supglled replica ref acement 1902. Monument in excellent
condition; entire enﬁth an? e§bel ishments essentially intact protected.
SURROUNDING PROPERTY OWNERS (MD/PA): names, addresses, phones N/A

MD: tax map ¢ Dlloch s Pe , deed / , acres

PA: tax map s block $ P , deed g

=

RECORDED BY: names, addresses, phones, dates . Alice Martin 2/6/80
14308 Mount Avenue, Phoenix, Maryland 21131 Phone: 301/472-2128
Assisted by

Also pee: wreverse, side, ¥ B&W photos . , Nepatiyes sucelow, slides s MApPSs
MHT-HSI form , other X




NOTES 8

For the record, the explanation given in the Report of the 1900-03 Resurvey by the
engineer is helpful in understanding how the Maryland Historical Society first
acquired this monument (MGS Vol. VII, 1908, pp 73-74):

The monument which is now at Baltimore formerly marked the end of the fiftieth
mile on the west line, at a point near the village of New Freedom, Pennsylvania,
on the Northern Central Railway. On account of an earth cut, made in the
construction of a road along the line at that point, which left the monument
on the slope of a caving bank, the stone fell from its place some years ago
and was subsequently removed by a resident of the vicinity, who kept it for

a considerable time on his farm and later sent it to Baltimore, where it came
into the possession of the Historical Society of Maryland. When the resurvey
of the line was taken up and the monument was needed for use thereon, the
society offered to furnish an exact facsimile in marble, if allowed to retain
the original. As previously stated, this request was approved by the
Commissioners, with the proviso that the Historical Society of Pennsylvania
should be permitted to make a similar exchange.

For correspondence and minutes of the/ggg%ial Committee (Mason and Dixon Line Stone)
of the Maryland Historical Society concerning the replica, see: MS 2008 Archives
of the Maryland Historical Society: Section III.C.1l2 Special Projects Committee
1852-1920. The contract for the replica was placed with the Beaver Dam Marble Co.
and carried out between May and July 1, 1902.

The brass plate affixed near the top of the east side by the Society reads:
1763-1766 / BOUNDARY STONE / Mason & Dixon's Line / BETWEEN / Maryland
& Pennsylvania / "UNITED YET DIVIDED TWAIN AT ONCE."

B&W PHOTOS/NEGATIVES .

COLOR SLIDES

MAPS

OTHER

1l page xerox copy of photos taken for use by Ginn & Co. 1956 (northeast corner ‘
and southwest corner), MHS-PP37.7.la and 3a respectively, Harwood collection
(duplicate B&W prints of these deaccessioned by MHS as gift to MGS archives)

18 pages xerox Special Committee Report 1902 and correspondence 1926
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W. ¥Pall Varris, Esa.,
886 St. Paul St Balvinore,
My dear ¥arris: ~
I have received whe inclosed letzer fron YW, C. ¥odgkins

in cherge of the Wason and Dixon Dine Survey and I &z inclined to think
that he is right in his stavement vhat a letwer froxm you or some other
individuallproginenn in the Maryland Wisvorical Socieny, eivher officially
or unofficially should be addressed To The Maryland Corrissioner
requesvting the rewenwion of the gtone and sTaTing what vou would be
willing wo nake a replica of whe same in case whe a=ounw involved dig
nov exceed the sum which you have svated. I would —ken sacure the
approval of Geveral liavm, whe Pennsylvania reprasentative,to vhe
proposivion and would gladly sign the sane mygelf which would puv vhe
whole thing in compleve form and relieve me Fron embarressnent in case the
State of Pennsylvania should laver raise a pronest if I alore gave The
aurhority. T vhink I ought to have a lernrer of Torrmal request on Tile
%anher than that I should vegin the correspondences cy offering whe stone
TO you which vould seem very peculiar in case o< any investigatvion of
vhe manver.

I am anxious personally %o secure =his stone for vthe Maryland
Hisnorical Society and wish To have you look av the navver fron ny
svandpoint as Commissioner vo see thatv I anm anply proteczed in the negoziazioﬁ

buv .- as I come %o look at iv more carefully in zhe lighv of Capv. Hodgkins’

(=5

levser, I-anm.led vwo believe what T an notv, while . you dountless woul
9¢ in a very safe posinion’since you could whrow the rhole =hing on ne
in case the Stave of Pennsulvania should laver raise a prowest. I en
anxious w0 do you a service in vhe matTer and ¥ill ask you To svraighven

it ouv bewween now and next Thursday when T expect Lo rewurn fron







Char legston, Tv is evidenw what somevhing must be done inmedinvely so

vhatv Capw. Yodgking can reset the stone without serious loss of tire,

Sincerely vours,

AM-&-MUA @%
e
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Dupremme Drach (
af ‘
Bultimore City.

April, 238rd. 1993.

Williem Bullock Cleark,

My Dear Sir,

Mr. W. Hall Herris has shown me your letter +o him

Mr. Hodgkins' to you, relating to the bounderv stone now in

possession of the/wagiéié-nistorical

I agree perfectly with vou
that & request should be made by the

Tor leave to retain it on furnishing

‘that the Commissioners should supgest to

Society.

and Mr. Hodgkins in think-
Society to the Commission-
& replica, razther than

the Society i4s retention.

The matter will require & little conference, at

proper shape in a few days.

Very Truly

I have no doubt 1t will be put in

&ec.
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TO The iaryland Hisworical Socieuy,
. Baltinore, Maryland,
éennlerqn:

Ac the Conmissioner for the State of Maryland for the
relocation of the Mason aund Dixon Roundary Line between that Svate and
the Stave of Penngylvania, I have received inforration that where is in

the posseceion of your Society one of the original ctones used in
perking seid Line, and 7 r2g now to mowify you that th. same stould
be surrendered that it may be replaced in ius original posivion.

T ‘e,

Very truly yours,

Conniscioner &Zc.
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Baltimore, May 12th, 1902.

‘.lilliam Bullock Clark, Esquire,
Commissioner for the State of Maryland in the
re-establishment of the Mason and Dixon Boundary Line,
Baltimors.
Dear Sir:-
Your favor of the 10th instant, addressed to The Maryland
Historical Society, is acknowledged.
The houndary stone referred to came into the possession of the
Society a number of years since, from a gentleman who noticed that it had
been displaced and removed from its original position by the grading of a
road, and that it was being neglected and in imminent danger of defacement
or destruction. While the Sociéty has, of course, no desire in any way to
.vesist a proper application for this marker for the purpose of replacement,
it is suggested that inasmuch as it came originally into the possession of
‘the Society because of its displacement and disfigurement and that the same
risks must, in soms degree atlleast, attach to its replacement, it would
be appropriate and desirable that one of these very interesting landmarks
be retained in the_possession of an historical society in this State, of
recognized dignity and permanence, where it would he protected from deterio-
ration or damage and where it would at all times be an interesting monument‘
of the early history of the State, so that while the boundary line would
be permanently and definitely marked as heretofore, this interesting his-
torical monument might remain where, it is submitted, it is eminently ap-

propriate it should he.

If such a suggestion should comménd itself to your judgment and
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Pfesidenn Maryland Fisvorical Socieuy,
Balvinore, Maryland,
Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your communicatvion of May 12, 1902,
regarding the Mason and Dixon Line monument in the povse551on of the
Maryland Hisvorical Societvy., I fully agree with you thatr "it would be

appropriate and desirable thav one of these very intveresting landmarks
be revained in the possession of an historical society in this Sutaue,
of recognized dignity and permanence, where it would be protected Tro
deverioravion or damage and where iw would, at all vimes, be an
inveresting monument of the early history of the State! Your suggestion
that the Maryland Hisnoriﬁal Socievy would be glad to furnish in lieu
. of the gtone in. its posession a replica of the sanme is satvisfacrory
and as Comnissioner for the State of Maryland I an prepared vo
accept the »xeplica £rom . the Society in place of the original
suone., As ©he matverial out of which the original stone, viz., Bnglish
Portland o8lite, cannor be obvained, T would suzzest that a monu~ent
made eivher out of local Beaver Dam nmarble or Poruv Deposit granite
would be savisfactory.

1 Yam,

Very respectfully,

Comnission er; ;lc. :
As the Commissioner from Pennsylvania, I concur in the permission to the Yaryland

Historical Society to retain possession of the original monument stone now in its
cusiody, on the condition of substitution as indicated above.

Secretary of Int 1 Affairs,
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May 16th, 1902,

William Bullock Clark, Esquire,
Commissioner of the State of Marvland in the
Matter of the re-location of the Mason and Dixon Line,
Baltimore.
Dear Sir:-

I have to acknowledge, with thanks, the receint of the
joint communication of yourself and Gene}al Latta, Secretary of Internal
Affairs of the State of Pennsylvania, authorizing the retention by The
Maryland Historical Society of the Mason and Dixon Line Boundary Stone,
now in its possession, upon the substitution by it for replacement in
the‘Line of a replica in such stone as may be satisfactory to the Com-
missioners. The order for this replica has heen given to the Beaver Dam

.Marble Company which will act under your instfuctions to proceed imme-
diately with the work.
Permit me to express to vourself and to General Latta the ap-

preciation of The Maryland Historical Society of the courtesy which you

have shown to it in this matter, and believe me to be,

Yours very truly,
(signed) Albert Ritchie,

President ,Maryland Historical Society.
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Baltimore, July 1st, 1902.

Report of Special Committee on Mason and Dixon Boundary

Line Stons.

To the President and Council

of The Maryland Historical Society.

Gentlemen:~.

At a Meeting of the Council of The Maryland
Historical Society, held on May 9th, 1902, the following
action was had : "On the readinggyil Mr. Harris of corre-
spondence with the Government and gtate Officials engaged
In replacing the Mason and Dixon Line Stonss, Judge Stock-
bridge moved that the matter of the restoration of the
Mason and Dixon Line Stone No. 50, now in the possession
of this Society, for replacement in its original position,
be referred to a Commitﬂee of three to be appointed by the
President x x x x with full power and authority to
arrange for and on behalf of this Society the retention of
the original Stone now in our possession upon the furnish-
ing of a replica, and if such arrangement cannot be made,.
then to provide for a replica to be retained by this Socie-
ty provided that no expense shall be incurred by said Com-‘
mittee to he defrayed by the Socisty. The President ap—-

pointed the following Cormittee: Mr. W. Hall Harris,

. Judgs Henry Stockbridge and Mr. Henry F. Thompscn".

The correspondence refarred to consists of thres
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letters, returned herewith,- (1) W. C. Hodgkins to William |
Bullock Clark, April 17th, 1902; (2) William Bullock
- Clark to W. Hall Harris, April 19th, 1902; (3) Albert
Ritchie to William Bullock Clark (copy) April 23rd, 1902.

Your Cormittes, after conference with Dr. Clark,
received from him a letter of date May 10th, 1902, herewith
returned, and upon the twelfth idem the President replied,
as per copy also attached. On the sixteenth of the sams
month Your Committee received a lstter addressed to the
| President of the Society and signed hy Dr. Clark, the Com-
missioner on hehalf of the State of Maryland, and General
Latta, the Commissioner on hehalf of the State of Pennsyl-
vania, in the matter of the re-sstablishment of the Mason
and Dixon Boundary Line; this letter is also filed herewith,
and to it the President responded on the .same date, as '
shown by copy of his letter also attached.

Your Committee thereafter made a contract with the
Beaver Dam Marble Company, under which there has been com-
pleted an exach replica in a dark shade of Beaver Dam mar-
ble, not unlike the color of the original boundary stone,.
the mérkings upon the original stone, as well as the coats

of arms, being carefully copied: This replica has been

boxed and shipped, according to directions received from
Captain Hodgkins of the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey

in charge of the work, to New Freedom, Pennsylvania, and

Your Committee has now from Captain Hodgkins an acknowl-
edgment of the receipt of this replica which he states is
reported to him as being satisfactory, and has extended to

Captain Hodgkins a proper recognition of his courtesy in

a
!
|

| the matter; this letter and copy of reply are also returned
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to you.

Your Committee submits that inasmuch as the at-
tached correspondence evidences the circumstances and éu-
thority under which this original monument is retained in
the possassion of The Maryland Historical Society, it is

advisable that this Report and said correspondence be pro-

. perly preserved among the Archives of the Society in case

of future doubt or question, and it would suggest that
some note bhe made upon these papers referring to the pro-
ceedings of the Society and the correspondence had with
Mr. Burton at the time when this monument was originally
placed in the possession of the Society.

The cost of the replica and the expenses incident
to its boxing and shipping have been fully discharged and
the Society has incurred no responsihility in the premises.

It will be interesting to the Council to be advised
that the example set by this Society has apparently been
followed by the Historical Sbciaty of the State of Pemsyl-

‘vania, inasmuch as that body has ordered from the Beaver

Dam Marble Company a duplicate replica of the original
Boundarv Stone No. 50, but whether that Society has ar-
ranged to exchange such replica for one of the originai
stones or purposes merely to preserve in its collection
the replica itself, Your Cormittes is not advised.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

652227;? Gorreo . —
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Dr. William Bullock Clark,
tate Geologist and Poundary Commissioner,
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, ¥d.

Dees 3ing g
I am in receipt of your letter of April 15, enclosing one of

same date from W.Hall Harris, Esquire, in regard to the M¥ason and Dixon

Line rmonument ncw in the possessicn of the Maryland Historical Society

and which formerly marked the end of the fiftieth mile westward Irom the

necrth east corner of Maryland.

With reference to the proposal contained in Mr.Harris's letter that you

and I should request the Society to retain the mcnument and to furnish us

& replica of the same, I would suggest , to use a hormely simile, that this
";eems like "putting the cart before the horse" ‘

Gf course I do not claim any personal authority in this matter and am ready

to accept any action taken by. the Foard of Commissioners, but here is a

nonurent taken from the line and in the illegal possession of a number of

highly respectatble and presumably law-abiding reople. I have gathered from

conversatior with you that under the present laws of Maryland we can recov-

er from individuals monuments so held. That being the case, I should sup-

pose that the same law would apply to a society.

My orn view of the matter is that the Society ought to promptly surrender

the monument for replacing on the line and in this connection I would call

your attention to the circular letter concerning the resurvey which you

sent cut last summer and in which you allude to the removal of this stone.

I see no objection to the Society having a plaster cast or replica in stone

nede fcr its own use; but ii it is desired that such copy should be accept-

ed by the boundary commission for use on the line, leaving the original

in the pessession of the Society,with a warrant for holding it, I should
‘think it necessary that the request for such action should emanate from

the Cociety and not from the Cormissioners.

TN Y e
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!!?E@nnsylvania is equally interested in this ratter it would sees tne: 1t
might be well to consult Cereral Latta, in case such a request sncuic te
received. : .

I would further suggest that,as we are now several niles east of #50 and
still working eastward, any prolonged delay is likely to add considerably
to the expense of re-setting the monument.

Very respectiully yours,

/,/ § , //%‘&%%1 e

=

<

oy e e



- e
13

4 4 L] 3

- A 7
I J L A > i
s ) IS
Baitimore, iviaryian

s

v
| P

e e T

[ padafist. 506
@



(CaPY)

Baltimore, July lst, 1902,

W. C. Hodgkins, Esquirs,
U. S. Coast & Geodstic Survey,
Hancock, M&.
Dear Sir:-

I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your favor
of 30th ultimo, advising me of the safe arrival of the replica of the
Mason and Dixon Boundary Stone No. 50, and am glad to know that the same
has been found satisfactory by the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey.

With thanks for the courtesy which vou have extended to the
Maryland Historical Society in this matter, I am,

Yours very truly,

(signed) W. Hall Harris.
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on, Merylang
Decopxber 6th,. 1986,
imryvlond Hivtorical doeciety,

Beltimore, Maryland;

I hove your letter of @ecember lst relating to

Beundary matter which we have been considering.

In my exemination of 1903 of this line I did net find thaet
any monuments had been mooved by any one but a number were broken angd
sgme o ut of praciicelly out of the grounds One wWay vnder
embankment and one in 2 mill pond. In the spring of 1904 ark of

wanted two, & "crown stone" and e M & P
of Ui EWexiibid, T 6%
stone nenr the south-west enrner of Delaware thet wes not on
2t 21l. There was 2 "erownstene" 21eo there dbut the heottom
half was gone so I suggested that a "ecrown stone” eon the 1in
thet wes broken in two parts be taken end repaired
on the line after the Hxpeasition waé oker.
this stone 2nd shipped it %o him. Unfortunetly Gove
these stones there ond directed that they be sent to the State Youse
I could never get,the one retiiznesi he line &%
I wrote both Clerk and th
dowev took up the matter with the Secretary of
end he had ap 2¢t possed regerdinc the matter iv 1909,
I '1910 Bons&tor Dadsenr of Talbet intrpduced 2nd passet o Bimilas aet

whicn yoa 'will find in the Lewe of Eeryland 1910 Chopter 454, sage 44,
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Governor fitchie should be interested in thie mutier he might thimk

thig law sufficient Euthority to take sene ection.

found
about
a2 resi

the iia

4lons the Herylend-Pennsylvenia Boundary, on which I wes the
asgistant to Captain Hodgkins of the Coast survey 1900-1903,
only two stones moved away from the line. One, & "ecrown stone"
ey milés from the east end,had been found out of the ground'
Aent of Ba2ltimore who vesited thal} sectidon and he shipped it

ryland Historicel Society which is tne one you have now. Another

one from Blair Valley west of the Curberland Velley hed been shipped to

the waren

ouse of the firm of which the shinper wes a member and on

locking it up we found 4t in their celler. Thie one WeE sent, e the

/7D 1) Penneylvenie Historical Soeciedy. I believe they requirsf tnis be done

for their consent that the ilarylend Historical Society be 2llowed to

.

Dam marble.

W Ellale €2

has

tain the one they had. Both Scocietieg

Delewere Jistorical Society has 2 "crown ston

t-h

urnieshed & replica in Beaver

}Jo

The Mérvland ofie Was pleced in the loeatien ©f EThe origineilt

ennsylvanid one wag nlaced in the Cumberland Valley seme mibkes

he originel loez¥ioh, This was 2lse & TerolNy SEoHe" ) \J'bediisrs

(]

" that was found rear

n-east corner of Horylend that hed never been placed on the liness

-

Iy rotes show that the stone the ilsryland Historical bociety

weg number 50, counting the north-=est corner of iiaryland £8 zero

or initial monument.

Vary, tzhly joRess

fudert B Rask







s

CG/-/O‘ Baston, 'Varvlend,

Doocembher G 1928
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Mervlend;
I forgot to state in my other letter of to-dey that the law you
refer to 28 protecting the boundary markers was introduced by CGenerzl
Josegh B. Seth, Jenctor from Talbot wino was 2t that time President of the
Senate, and will be found in Iews of Xarvlaond 1906, Chenter 782, nege
.

1305. It also proviédes for the return of stones that hove been removed.

Very truly Soutis,

Rt Fh Blain
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